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objects, the history of the past, of the present ; but we find here 
neither the simplicity of the song, nor the exaltation of the ode. 
Song disappears in order to give place to harmony of language. 

We must mention, in conclusion, a last form of lyric poetry, 
whose character is particularly philosophic. "What it expresses 
is some grand thought, not now with dithyrambic flight, but 
by giving to the calm of thought, mistress of itself, a rich sen- 
sibility, a force animate with imagery, a style full of magnifi- 
cence and harmony. The lyric poems of Schiller are models 
of this class. 

After this exhibition of the principles of lyric poetry, Hegel 
casts a glance upon its historic development. This sketch, 
otherwise incomplete, concludes with a remarkable apprecia- 
tive criticism of the poems of Klopstock. 



THE TRUE FIRST PRINCn LE. 

The stage of apprenticeship in Philosophy ends when the 
novice has found some statement of the Concrete First Princi- 
ple which he can accept as intelligible and exhaustive. Up to 
this point, whatever position he has taken has proved defective 
or partial, and has had to be replaced or amended. His high- 
est statement held good of only one side or phase of the world. 
Hence he has always moved round in the circle of dogmatism ; 
i. e. he has uttered opinions only, and defended them ip opin- 
ions only. Over against his opinions others have set up their 
own, and all these have had the same right and validity, for 
each opinion was partial and contained only one phase of 
truth. There was no necessity, no exhaustiveness, in any of 
the views taken. 

But the stage of Insight and Reason begins with the percep- 
tion of the True Concrete Principle in some form or statement. 
This is, however, only the beginning. For although here ends 
the " Apprenticeship," the " Journeymanship" is long which 
follows. 

The First Principle must be actually applied, and all objec- 
tivity must be dissolved by its touch, before the "Journeyman- 
ship" ceases. But the objectivity is produced by the samQ 
activity that dissolves it, and hence the "Journeymanship" is 
an eternal process. Man must solve Nature and Spirit by 
the First Principle. The dualism ( " Maya' ' ) of Ex-istenob 
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must be com-preTiended or grasped together. The " Maya^^ of 
Thought must likewise be destroyed, and this is the first task. 
All the abstract categories, concepts, and principles or "laws" 
of the understanding must pass through the fire of the dialec- 
tic — i. e. they must be measured, tested, by the True First 
Principle. This procedure constitutes what Hegel calls the 
Science of Logic, or others call Pure Science ; the Aristotelians 
call it np<l>Tij 0cXoirofta {"Prima PhilosopMa"). In this science 
every abstraction that may be set up as the First Principle is 
investigated and its limits truly defined. Every inadequate 
concept is shown to involve some presupposition which on 
final examination proves to be the True First Principle. Spi- 
noza's Substance, for example, is shown to presuppose Self- 
Activity, or "Subject-Objectivity," as the Fichtians call it. 
That is to say, the True First Principle is not substance as 
lying back of Intelligence ; but Reason, as self-conscious Be- 
ing, is the only persistent substance of the universe ; all else, 
whether called matter, cause, force, effect, law, or what not, 
being mere partial phases of The True Existent. 

The True First Principle, which Hegel knows under the 
name of Idea {Idee), and Aristotle caUs votjaK: ^ za*' aor^v, or 
ivlpysia ^ xa»' a{>rr)v (which the scholastics translate Actus Purus), 
is God as Self-Conscious Reason. Subject and object of Him- 
self, Nature is his product as creator, and the world of pro- 
gressive intelligent beings is his Image. This statement is 
odious to some who style themselves " scientific," for the rea- 
son that they are still obliged to be on the alert lest their dog- 
matism fall back into the mere implicit faith of Religion — an 
issue to be guarded against with all caution. But the strictest 
and severest logical procedure, followed out to its result, will 
inevitably lead to this Concrete First Principle — the Recogniz- 
ing Reason. Mechanical cause (Matter) presupposes dynami- 
cal cause (Force), and this again presupposes Final Cause 
(the Ideal totality) as its condition ; Final Cause presupposes 
Free Intelligence — self-determining and realizing— as its con- 
dition ; and this presupposes only itself, and hence all dialec- 
tic ends here at the First True and Concrete, the Highest Prin- 
ciple, and this is Personality. 

The Speculative Philosopher must, above all things, learn 
to recognize this Principle under the myriad forms of expres- 
sion which deep thinkers have used for it. 



